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Planned Events  (* * Hand In Nights)  

April 
5

th
  Bank Holiday ï No Meeting 

12
th
  Competition 6 ï Open 

19
th
  Members Practical Night ï Making AVôs 

23
rd
  Deadline for Newsletter Competition 

26
th
  AV Lecture ï Marion Waine & John Rowell  **  

 
May 
3

rd
  Bank Holiday ï No Meeting 

10
th
  DPI & Print of the Year Competition 

17
th
  AGM & Competition Results 

24
th
  Presentation Night ï Butchers Arms 

31
st
  Bank Holiday ï No Meeting 

External Events  

Until 3
rd
 May An Edwardian Family Album Exhibition 

  (Lady Lever Gallery ï Port Sunlight) 

16
th
 May 2.00 Eryri Photo Group:  Lecture by Bob 

Moore, FRPS, Craig-y-Don 

22
nd

 May 2.00 RPS ï Lecture by Rikki OôNeill, FRPS, 

MPAGB,  Craig-y-Don 

Mold In Focus  

The Newsletter of Mold Camera Club  

Volume 1, Issue 9 April  20 10  

 

 

 

 

    I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E  

 Interclub Battle & Go One Better 

 Food Photography with Ann-Marie 

 On Location with Bob Morgan 

Committee Report 

Getting Creative with AVôs 

In Profile ï Janet M. Davies 

Memorable Photo ï Keith Ratcliffe 

Competition 5 Results 

Opening The Door 

Whatôs On To Photograph 

Time Flyôs 
 

The months go by quickly these days. It just seems like 

yesterday that I was completing the Editorial for the March 

issue and now here I am again putting the final touches to 

Aprilôs. 

 

Itôs been quite an exciting month for the club with several 

competitions stuck between two lectures. Iôve written 

separately about the interclub competitions but wanted to say 

a very special thanks to all who were involved in organising 

and contributing to the evenings. Itôs nights like these that 

show the club has a great variety about it. 

 

The month ahead looks like it could be just as exciting. Bob 

& David are putting the plans together for the practical AV 

night which by all accounts sounds like it is going to fun to 

get involved. Some of us attended a similar event at the 

NWAWAVG in February and what a day we had. Weôve 

also got a visit from Marion Waine & John Rowell coming 

up and if previous lectures are anything to go by, I urge you 

not to miss it. 

 

A couple of things to remind you about. One is the 

Newsletter Competition for which entries close on 23
rd
 April. 

Itôs important that as many members as possible enter, so we 

can show the sponsors that we are an exciting and vibrant 

club and thereby attract more and possibly greater 

sponsorship in the future. 

 

The second reminder concerns the Edwardian Family Album 

Exhibition at the Lady Lever Gallery in Port Sunlight. The 

project was finalised by Heather Price in memory of her 

husband Dai, a former Chairman of the Club, it is an 

exhibition well worth a visit. A full article about the 

exhibition can be reviewed in the November issue which can 

be downloaded from the club website. The exhibition closes 

on 2
nd

 May so not much time left. If enough people are 

interested I will be happy to arrange a club visit and we 

could continue the day by doing some photography around 

the village. 

 

Thanks as usual to all who have contributed to the newsletter 

and keep the items and images coming. 

 

Chris (Editor In Chief) 



MCC  News Volume 1  ð Issue 9  ð Publishe d by Mold Camera Club  (http://moldcameraclub.co.uk ) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Chairmanõs Address ð Some Thoughts On Practice  

 
A recent correspondence in one of my favourite photography blogs set me thinking. The suggestion was that one 
should try to take 100 images just to get going at the beginning of a shoot. There was a lot of debate about this 
approach with attitudes varying from great idea to a busy day would be 5 -6 exposures! Another suggestion was 
to go out for three hours and just make one exposure which you were going to come back and print! This was 
from the days of film when students were just given one piece of negative taped in to their camera!!What I think 
I got from this is that doing something really different from the way one normally works can be very freeing for 
ones approach to picture making. I experienced this a week ago when Bob  Morgan rang and asked if I would 
like to go to Oulton Park. I have never done that sort of photography before, so the day was quite a challenge. I 
come back with over 250 images, many more than I would normally take. I had to learn quickly how to use the 
camera to capture fast moving cars. I forgot to take enough of the area around the pits and competitors car 
park. I had the wrong lens for learning panning shots, truth was I didn't want to change lenses!! So I used very 
fast shutter speeds and some pictures are not too bad. Still a long way to go to come up to the standard of the 
likes of some in the club. 
  
I know from conversations with Chris that he and Bob have some interesting ideas for photo outings that will 
help us develop our photography and perha ps try something different. For our next season we will be 
continuing to add special subjects to our regular competition to encourage you to try something different. I 
think that the recent  monochrome portrait competition was a great success with some rea lly good pictures.  
  
Keep experimenting and taking pictures and above all enjoy!   
 

David           www.pistyllphoto.org.uk 
See some of Davidôs Motorsport images on Page 11 

 

 

PHOTO COMPETITION 

Sponsored by Cambrian Photography 

We are pleased to announce our second newsletter photo competition of the year. With spring 
just around the corner the subject will be Floral Photography, with all subjects pertaining to 
flowers, from any season, allowable. All entrants must be members of Mold Camera Club. 

Images should be in JPG format, of the same size as for projected image competitions and sent 
by e-mail to photo@noblemultimedia.co.uk before 5:00pm on Friday 23rd April 2010. 

The winner, selected by the judging panel, will receive £25.00 Voucher supplied by 
Cambrian Photography, 87-89 Abergele Road, Colwyn Bay, LL29 7SA 

 
The judging panel will consist of Chris Noble, David Allen & Andy Polakowski. 

The panelôs decision will be final. 
 

 

www.cambrianphoto.co.uk 

http://www.pistyllphoto.org.uk/
mailto:photo@noblemultimedia.co.uk
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On Location at Cwmorthin with Bob Morgan 
 

Cwmorthin is one of my favorite places to visit in North 

Wales; to me itôs like walking into another world, 

isolated, quiet and very restful. There is a picture 

everywhere you look, take your time, look at the lighting, 

make you composition, look at it from another angle, the derelict builds, lake and landscape, let your 

imagination go wild, and most of all enjoy your days photography.  

 

A brief history of Cwmorthin; Slate was first discovered around 1830ôs and quarrying started on a small 

scale at first. By 1840, it had grown, and over the following years the quarry had gone to a depth of over 200 

feet and the underground workings had developed into 14 floors and some 170 chambers.  

 

At its peak over 500 men were employed in the quarries. Slate working continued on a very small scale until 

the 1980ôs 

 

Cwmorthin can only be reached via a steep climb from a small car park. It is advisable to wear good walking 

shoes or boots, take walking sticks if you have them, water proofs, food and drink, as the Cwmorthin village 

shop is now closed. There are a number of buildings in different states of dereliction, slate fences, lake and 

landscape to photograph, so enjoy it. 

 

A map of how to find the location and car parks will be available on request. Listed below are a couple of 

web sites to visit. 

 

www.alundaviesphotography.co.uk                  www.flickr.comlphotos/philcilcain/2948400849 
 

                         

http://www.alundaviesphotography.co.uk/
http://www.flickr.comlphotos/philcilcain/2948400849
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       MEMBER PROFILE  
The Raffle Queen 

 
Name: Janet M. Davies 

Camera: Nikon D40x 

Lenses: Nikon & Tamron 

Software: Photoshop & ProShow Gold 

Photography: Family, Friends, Pets, Holidays, 

Celebrations, Events and Mold Camera Club Days Out 
 

I have lived in Flintshire for 21 years, married to a farmer 

with one son and two stepdaughters.  I am a farmerôs 

daughter from Cheshire and I am currently 

PA/Accountant/Farm Secretary and general dogsbody to my 

husband and father on two farms twenty miles apart. 

 

My mum was the photographer in our family taking photos 

of my sister and me in our early years.  This tradition seems 

to have repeated itself in my own family to the extent that 

our son is confident that even if he cannot see me in the 

crowd on sports day I will be there taking his photo. 

 

In the summer of 2007 I went along to the clubs summer 

exhibition in Mold Library and was inspired enough to 

pluck up the courage to visit the first meeting in September.  

Chris Davies (no relation) and I were both new that night 

wondering what we were letting ourselves in for. 

 

Although not confident at producing artistic competition 

photographs I do take a lot of record shots and I enjoy 

putting together AVôs that tell a story and have somehow 

managed to volunteer myself to put together an AV to show 

what we do during the year in camera club ready for our 

New Members Night in September. 

 

It seems my area of expertise that has developed whilst 

being in the club is the ability to persuade members to part 

with their hard earned cash to buy raffle tickets every week.  

I do someone a favour while she is off sick and before you 

know it at the next AGM I am suddenly in charge of the 

raffle and organising the Christmas party.  I protest too 

much, it is a great way to say hello to everyone and 

welcome visitors. 

 

I joined Mold Camera Club to widen my knowledge of 

photography.  What I did not realise at the time was the 

amount of good friends I would meet old and new. 
See you at the next meeting -  50p at the ready. 

Committee Report 
On Tuesday 23rd March we held a club 
committee meeting at the Butchers Arms. 
Most members were there with apologies from 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘΦ 

Some of the highlights were: 

Bob is working hard to build up the 
programme of events and has completed it up 
to January 2011. He is working on the summer 
walks and would like some volunteers to lead 
walks. Please contact Bob for more 
information and to volunteer. 

Rishi has booked Buckley Library again for our 
annual exhibition. It will take place from mid 
August to mid September. More details of how 
to submit prints soon. 

We decided to move forward with the Summer 
Project images. 815 images have been 
submitted. Chris, Bob & Jonathan will be 
reviewing these over the coming weeks to 
select for the production of a Club AV and we 
are also looking into producing a book of the 
images. 

There is no news on the situation with regard 
to Cathrina House. David & Bob have agreed to 
follow this up. 

Bob & David and looking into setting up 
Critique Circles. More details soon. 

The competitions for 2010/11 were agreed, 
more details at the AGM on 17th May. 

David thanked all the committee for their work 
throughout the year and complimented highly 
on how successful the club is at present. 

The next committee meeting will take place on 
11th May at the Butchers Arms (7:30pm). 

 



MCC  News Volume 1  ð Issue 9  ð Publishe d by Mold Camera Club  (http://moldcameraclub.co.uk ) 

Interclub Battle and Going One Better 
 

March has been quite a competitive month for the club with the Interclub Battle and the ñGo One Betterò 

sessions against Hawarden Camera Club.  

 

It all started on 2
nd

 March when a small group of us (10 in all) visited Hawarden for the first round of the Go 

One Better. Andy & Chris took the driving seat as his holiness Geoff Pope (The Judge) got the competition 

underway. Fred & Paul (Hawarden) set some strong challenges in the first half but we were up to the challenge 

and took a lead of 17-15 into the tea-break. HCC made sure we were well looked after during the break by 

allowing the guest team to be served first with the half-time refreshments, which incidentally were free to us 

(maybe there are some lessons to be learned). 

 

Moldôs sense of compassion let us down is the second half and even attempts to show Mikeôs waterfall image 

up-side-down could not save us from a 33-31 defeat.  

 

Round 2 took place at Mold on 22
nd

 March where we welcomed a small group of visitors from Hawarden, even 

letting them win the raffle (thankfully the Raffle Queen had remembered to bring a prize). Andy and Chris again 

set themselves for battle. After some technical issues at the beginning, much to the annoyance of our judge 

Norman Land, the competition got underway. Hawarden kept chucking water at us and with little to respond 

with; we reached the break behind by 4 points with the score at 17-13. 

 

Having dried ourselves off we got off to a great start in the second period and closed the gap. Despite more 

water coming our way from Fred & Paul, we managed to maintain pace with Hawarden and reached the final 

image with score nicely poised at 29-29. But it wasnôt to be. Somehow that water had seeped in too deeply and 

despite a valiant effort it was another defeat, again by 2 points. All in all both nights were fantastic fun and 

strategic planning is already underway for next year to hopefully avoid defeat again. 

 

In between the two Go One Better battles we also hosted our annual Interclub DPI Battle organised by our 

External Competitions Secretary, Andy Polakowski. This year saw entries from 7 clubs (including ourselves). 

The judge on the night was Colin Ratcliffe from the Heswall club (brother and brother-in-law of Keith and 

Pamela Ratcliffe). With 5 images per club Colin worked his way through eliminating round by round leaving 

just 9 images still in Competition at the half-time break.  

 

Hoylake had 3 to go, Mold  2, Chester 2 and Ruthin & Llandundo were there with 1 left. Over the following 

rounds Chester, Llandudno and Ruthin were eliminated and Hoylake lost one of their images. This left a final 

battle of 4 images 2 for Mold and 2 for Hoylake. Round 8 saw one of each eliminated and after a long 

deliberation Colin finally announced the winning image as ñBald Eagleò by Ann-Marie Metcalfe from Mold. 

For this Ann-Marie received the winning image medal. (Well done Ann-Marie). 

 

The scores were totted up and the final result announced. Once again Mold had gone for their sense of fair play 

by not winning our own trophy and allowed Hoylake to take away the prize. Well done to Andy, Kevin & Peter 

for handling all the projections. 

 

The results were: 

 Hoylake 31 

 Mold  28 

 Chester  18 

 Llandudno 16 

 Ruthin  13 

 Whitchurch 12 

 Hawarden 10 

 

     
                                  Colin presents trophy to Hoylake   Bald Eagle (Ann-Marie Metcalfe)
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THE STORY BEHIND THE PICTURE 
 

KEITH RATCLIFFE 
 

 
 

I think one of my favourite photos has to be 

this one taken in 1959 at West Kirby. I (in 

the duffle coat) am with Joe Mercer, 

manager of Aston Villa Football Club, as 

he signs autographs for his young fans.  

Joe's son, David is at the back left of Joe. I 

have been a lifelong friend of the Mercer 

family, and my friendship with David 

lasted until his sad death in 2007. 

 

Joe played for Everton and just after the 

war he joined Arsenal and was Captain 

when they beat Liverpool in the 1950 FA 

Cup final. His career with Arsenal came to 

a premature end in 1954 when he broke his 

leg. It was in 1955 during his 

convalescence that I met him in West Kirby 

when he introduced me to his son, David. 

Joe recovered and went on to manage 

Sheffield Utd, Aston Villa, Man City, and 

England. He died in 1990. 

 

Incidentally, Bernard Owen, 2nd from Rt, 

was the youngest competitor to win 

£64,000 on Double your Money answering 

questions on football. 

MEMBERS PHOTOS 

 

 
Ian Parker ï Andy lectures to club with no raffle prize 

 

 

 
Andy Polakowski ï The Finished Image 

(Mad Med Man / Maltese Cross) 

 

 

 
Chris Noble ï David & Peter at the IAC AV Comp 
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Getting Creative with AVôs ï Jill Bunting CPAGB 
 

 

Over the past year or so the use of AVôs within the club has grown quite considerably and it was great to 

have Jill Bunting (CAPGB)  come and talk to use on the subject of Creative Ideas on 1
st
 March. Jill who 

is co-editor of the AV News magazine has been involved in the AV world for some time and the chance 

to attend a lecture as she shared some of her secrets was not to be missed. Jill opened up her talk by 

saying that AVôs are more than just pictures to music and that there is a great deal of creativity involved 

in producing a good quality AV. 

 

As the evening went on Jill discussed the many issues around AV making including Licensing, Software, 

Music Editing, Blending Images, Version Control, File Management, Special Effects, Sound Effects and 

Titles. Jill also gave us a fill demonstration on how to use Photoshop to ensure that images fit together by 

layering the images and then using the opacity to allow you to simulate how they would blend. This of 

course then gives you the opportunity to then save individual layers so they are perfectly positioned for 

the AV. It wasnôt all lecture and we were shown a number of Jillôs finished AVôs which were of very 

high quality. 

 

Finally we were given an insight into animation with Jillôs now infamous butterfly. Seeing that butterfly 

flap itôs wings as it crosses the screen is just amazing. Animation may not be for everybody but if you are 

interested in creating animated style AVôs then you canôt go wrong by following Jillôs advice. 

 

It turned out to be another great evening at the club. 

 

We are also very fortunate in that we will be welcoming Marion Waine & John Rowell back to the club 

for our end of season lecture on 26
th
 April. One not to be missed. 

 

If you want any further information about AVôs then looking at AV News is a good place to start. For 

more information visit the website. 
 

www.avnews.org.uk 

North Wales Photographic Association 
 

EXHIBITION OF PHOTOGRAPHY 2010 
 

ENTRIES BY :  28
th
 March 2010 

 

JUDGING:  15th May 2010 at The Electric Mountain Centre Llanberis 

 

SHOW ING:  19th June to 29
th
 July 2010 at 

The Electric Mountain Centre Llanberis 

 

 

EntrY FORMS AND FURTHER INFORMATION 

AVAILABLE FROM KEVIN HIRST  

http://www.avnews.org.uk/
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²ƘŀǘΩs On To Photograph 

This is a new section to the Newsletter, highlighting a selection of events that are on 
throughout the North Wales region which might be worth visiting. If you are aware of 
any events please advise the Editor. 

- Spinning A Yarn - Art Exhibition by Ann Bridges looking at the life-cycle of the silkworm. From 
1st to 29th April at Plas Newydd. For more details visit 
http://www.eventsnorthwales.co.uk/events/5489/spinning-a-yarn 

- International Harp Festival - An international festival bringing together the old and the new, 
ŀƴŘ ŀ ŦŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ ƘŀǊǇ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ²ŀƭŜǎΩ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ǘǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΦ From 3rd to 10th April 
at Caernafon. http://www.eventsnorthwales.co.uk/events/5115/wales-international-harp-
festival 

- Llangollen Railway - Friday 23rd to Sunday 25th April - Corwen/Patriot Gala - To raise funds for 
the Corwen extension and the New-Build Patriot loco. Lots of trains and a visiting loco - which 
one not confirmed yet, but hopefully a red one! Lots to photograph. www.llangollen-railway.co.uk 

- DŀǊŘŜƴŜǊΩǎ ²ŀƭƪ ϧ Breakfast - Start your day in style with an early morning 2 hour guided walk 
around the Garden, rounded off with a hearty Full Monty breakfast in our Tea-room. On 6th 
April at Bodnant Gardens. http://www.eventsnorthwales.co.uk/events/5426/gardener-s-walk-
and-breakfast 

- Antiques Fair - Antiques and collectors fair with up to 50 stalls exhibiting. 10th April at Wrexham 
memorial Hall. http://www.eventsnorthwales.co.uk/events/5566/antiques-collectors-fair 

- Wear Your Wellies Day - Great day out for all the family. Wellies in the Woods Trail, Tree Trail 
Talks and more. Errdig on 11th April. http://www.eventsnorthwales.co.uk/events/5580/wear-
your-wellies-day 

- My Rhyl, My Community - Exhibition of artefacts chosen and presented by the children of 
wƘȅƭΩǎ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ Schools. Part of the My Rhyl, My Community Exhibition. Rhyl Library from 17th 
April to 12th June. http://www.eventsnorthwales.co.uk/events/5399/my-rhyl-my-community 

- Moon Watch - Organised in partnership with local astronomy societies. Meet at Llyn Brenig. 
Equipment provided for participants. 17th April. 
http://www.eventsnorthwales.co.uk/events/5036/moonwatch 

- Spring into Action with a Sponsored Walk with North Wales Wildlife Trust. Bangor on 24th April. 
http://www.eventsnorthwales.co.uk/events/5593/spring-into-action-with-a-sponsored-walk-
with-north-wales-wildlife-trust- 

- Falconry Day - Our popular Falconers and their fabulous birds of prey will return. Birds on 
display all day, Flying displays at 1.30 and 3.30. Normal entrance charges apply. 25th April at 
Bodnant Gardens. http://www.eventsnorthwales.co.uk/events/5428/falconry-day 

 

 

http://www.eventsnorthwales.co.uk/events/5489/spinning-a-yarn
http://www.eventsnorthwales.co.uk/events/5115/wales-international-harp-festival
http://www.eventsnorthwales.co.uk/events/5115/wales-international-harp-festival
http://www.llangollen-railway.co.uk/
http://www.eventsnorthwales.co.uk/events/5426/gardener-s-walk-and-breakfast
http://www.eventsnorthwales.co.uk/events/5426/gardener-s-walk-and-breakfast
http://www.eventsnorthwales.co.uk/events/5566/antiques-collectors-fair
http://www.eventsnorthwales.co.uk/events/5580/wear-your-wellies-day
http://www.eventsnorthwales.co.uk/events/5580/wear-your-wellies-day
http://www.eventsnorthwales.co.uk/events/5399/my-rhyl-my-community
http://www.eventsnorthwales.co.uk/events/5036/moonwatch
http://www.eventsnorthwales.co.uk/events/5593/spring-into-action-with-a-sponsored-walk-with-north-wales-wildlife-trust-
http://www.eventsnorthwales.co.uk/events/5593/spring-into-action-with-a-sponsored-walk-with-north-wales-wildlife-trust-
http://www.eventsnorthwales.co.uk/events/5428/falconry-day
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Photographing Food ~ Basic Home Lighting Set Up 

Ann-Marie Metcalfe 

     
  

I don't claim by any means to be an expert on photographing food, my basic 'it's nowhere near 

professional, but it works for me set up' is as follows. 

 

I take most of my food shots on my dining room table. If possible I will take them using natural light 

from the window. 

 

Å 1 piece of board. I use the back of a large 'clip' photo frame. I use this for the backdrop to drape 

the cloth over. 

 

Å 1 piece of black cloth, or a white shower curtain, depending on what colour background I want. 

Of course, you could use any colour or background you want. 

 

Å 3 desk lamps. These cost me £2.98 each from Asda. You can get them anywhere. 

 

Å 3 100 watt daylight bulbs. Bought from ebay for £4.00 for a set of three. These have a slight 

blue tinge to them so that you don't get the orangy/yellow glow that you normally get from a 

spotlight bulb. 

 

Å Various plates in different colours. I try to choose the best colour plate to show off the food I'm 

photographing. 

 

Å If I want to photograph food and have a reflection, I use the front plastic from the clip photo 

frame. I put the (usually black) cloth underneath the plastic to get the reflection. I've found that 

the reflection is much softer with this method rather than have a very prominent reflection from a 

mirror. This is just my personal preference though, and there's nothing to say you can't use a 

mirror. If you do use a mirror, watch for the reflections from the lamps. 

This is my basic set-up for any food photography. Not professional by any means but it works 

for me. 

  

[      
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If I'm using a white backdrop, I would normally point one or two of the lamps at the backgdrop to get 

it as white as possible. The other lamp, I will point towards the food at an angle I'm happy with to 

enhance the food in the best way possible. This is all a matter of trial and error to be honest, and you'll 

probably find that you take several shots before you're happy with the lighting. 

 

If I'm using a black backdrop, I may only use one or two of the 

lamps. The backdrop needs to be as black as possible, so I don't 

point a light at it at all. I might have one lamp lighting from the 

back of the food and two at the front, depending on how light I 

want the food to be. If I want it low key, I may even only use 

one lamp aiming at the food from the right hand side towards 

the front. Again, play with the lighting and angles to see which 

work best for the shot you're after. 

 

One thing I have found useful, is to set up and take a few 

dummy shots before arranging the food for the actual take, especially if it involves a runny substance 

such as the cheesecake shot, which has fruit and fruit juice on the top. There's nothing worse than 

getting it all set up and taking several shots to get the correct camera settings only to find that when 

you've decided on your settings that the food has become soggy, flopped or dried out under the lights. 

The spotlights do get hot and will dry food out quite quickly, so if you have to move away from your 

set-up for a while, switch the lamps off. 

 

So that's my basic set up. 

 

One thing to consider when taking photographs of food is how much 

you want in focus. Do you want to show all of the food or just part of 

it? Do you want to be right in there up close or give an over all view of 

what you're photographing. The decision is up to you of course and I 

think everyone has their own style of photography and each person 

could have the same food matter and all photograph it differently. Some 

like a very shallow depth of field, whereas others like to have 

everything in focus. Play with your camera settings, see what DoF 

works for various food subjects. 

 

This is one time where you can play with your food. 

 

I hope after reading this, you can see that you don't have to have all the top lighting gear etc to get the 

photograph you want. 
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MOLD SPRING CLEAN 
The Mold Spring Clean is on again, this year 

from Friday 23rd to Monday 26th April.  
Volunteer groups will be working around the 

Mold Town Centre, in surrounding 
neighbourhoods and parks picking up litter, 
painting, clearing vegetation and replanting 
areas with spring colour.  Last year over 200 

people took part, collecting 360 bags of 
rubbish, refreshing areas and giving the 

town a general make over.    
 

This year, most work will take place on 
Saturday 24th and Sunday 25th, but there will 
be guest appearances from the Mold Spring 
Clean mascot 'Springy' at the Mold Market 
from 10am to 1pm on Saturday 10th and 

Saturday 17th.    
 

Capturing the Spring Clean event will be a 
great asset to help the organisers show off 

the communities' achievements and promote 
the event in future years.   

 
To get involved in photographing the events 

please see David Allen or Bob Morgan 

World Pinhole Day - 25th April 
This is an international event created to 
promote and celebrate the art of pinhole 
photography.  
 
On this unique day, we encourage people 
throughout the world  

-to take some time off from the 
increasingly technological world we live 
in and to participate in the simple act of 
making a pinhole photograph.  
- to share their visions and help spread 
the unusual beauty of this historical 
photographic process. 

 

For more information visit 
www.pinholeday.org 

 

Chairmanôs Motorsport 

 
 

 
 

    
 

 

http://www.pinholeday.org/
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Opening The Door  
(A newcomerôs view to the world of AV Competitions.) 

 

The 20
th
 & 21

st
 March 2010 will probably go down as two of the most memorable and 

influential days of my life, because after attending the IAC Geoffrey Round International AV 

Competition  at Capel Curig, I have come away with my eyes wide open  about the power of the 

medium. 

 

I first came across AVôs about 18 months ago when I attended a meeting of the North Wales 

And Wirral AV Group at Capel Curig. I came away from that meeting unsure about what I had 

seen and how it could benefit me as a photographer but I returned for more meetings and began 

to get a real interest in making AVôs properly.  I had been using AV software at home to create 

Photo Albums for myself, but as time went on I could see that what I was doing was very basic 

in comparison to what I was seeing being produced by guests and other members of the group.  

Iôm not saying that making photo albums is wrong or has any less value than the competition 

entries but it is just one use of the software. 

 

I continued working on AVôs and started to develop my sequences based on the information I 

was getting through the lectures I attended at the NWAWAVG and at Mold Camera Club, the 

advice I was been given by more experienced users of the medium and, most importantly, 

looking at the work that other people were showing. 

 

In January of this year, with the Geoffrey Round competition approaching, I decided to have a 

go and put an entry in. Like everything in life you only get out of it what you are willing to 

contribute. And so I knew that being involved would only help me to develop the few skills I 

had acquired even more. In the end the two sequences I submitted did not achieve any awards, 

and rightly so, but I still came away from the weekend with a great sense of pleasure and having 

my eyes opened wide.   

 

It feels like for the last 18 months I have been slowly pushing a door open and each gentle push 

let me see more and more of what was behind it, but at the AV Festival, with the help of all the 

entrants, organisers and attendees, I managed to get that door opened wide and get a full view of 

the world that is AV making. 

 

The competition itself was planned like a military operation with the added vital ingredient of 

ensuring that everybody was well looked after and would enjoy the event. 59 AV sequences 

from all over the world made up the entry list and just looking at the list I did not envy the task 

of the judges. The room was packed with names I have heard or read about, the people who had 

been producing sequences for many years and I waited with great anticipation to see what they 

had produced. By the time the first interval came around we had seen 11 of those entries and I 

thought, if the winner is not among them then I can wait to see the remainder.  As the first day 

rolled on and into the second day I watched, many times with great amazement, many times 

with puzzlement as my education was slowly being formed. 

 



MCC  News Volume 1  ð Issue 9  ð Publishe d by Mold Camera Club  (http://moldcameraclub.co.uk ) 

We saw so many different styles, covering so many different subjects that I couldnôt work out 

how the judges were even going to create a benchmark on which to base their scoring. My hat is 

off to them because it is by no means an easy task.  

 

While watching the 59 AVôs I experienced so many different emotions from being excited to 

confused; I was moved, inspired, lost, happy, sad and full of guilt and all through  watching the 

work on display. 

 

As the weekend went on I got to talk to many of those experienced practitioners of this art form 

and listened intently as I was given advice on what I needed to do to develop.  Not all of the 

advice I was given will work for me, in fact some of it was conflicting. I certainly wonôt be 

attempting to replicate some of the styles I saw being used because it is not what Iôm about and 

to be honest I canôt say I fully understood them.  What I need to do now is review my work in 

the Audio Visual medium, pick the bones out of the advice and develop the skills I have so that 

next time my entries can reach the next level. 

 

I wasnôt unhappy with my own sequences, in fact I still remain very proud of what I have 

achieved. I did get some great feedback on them, some of which I even agreed with. I wonôt be 

revisiting them to implement my new thoughts but I will be bringing what I have learned into 

my work on future projects, although not all at once. 

 

At one point during the weekend I was almost tempted to run away, thinking that I could never 

reach the quality and expertise on display but Iôm not that kind of person. Iôve set myself a 

challenge and work starts today on attaining my goals. 

 

I purposely havenôt named individuals in this article as I donôt want to offend anybody by 

leaving them out but thank you to all who were involved, the organisers, the participants and the 

attendees. I gained so much from watching and listening. My heart felt thanks go out to you all 

and I hope to see you all again. 

 

And to summarise, the door is now open and I have had the courage to allow my toe to step into 

the world of AVôs. I can see a lot of delights in that world and I want to experience them. Iôll be 

back to enter future competitions and hope that someday I might see my name among those 

listed in the awards. In the words of the late great Humphrey Bogart ñmaybe not today, maybe 

not tomorrow, but soonò. 

 

Chris Noble 

 

The Results of the Competition were as follows: 

 

1
st
 The Quiet One (The story of George Harrison)  Keith Brown (UK) 

2
nd

 The Last Great Steam Show On Earth   Colin Balls (UK) 

 3
rd
  Migrant Mother (Photography in the Great Depression) Howard Bagshaw (UK) 

 

Best First Time Entrant: Lola by Christian & Daniele Brion (FRA) 

 

 

 

 

 



MCC  News Volume 1  ð Issue 9  ð Publishe d by Mold Camera Club  (http://moldcameraclub.co.uk ) 

Competition 5  ð Monochrome Portraits Results  

It seemed a long time since we had spent a very pleasant night in the company of John wƻōŜǊǘΩǎ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ƎŀǾŜ ǳǎ Ƙƛǎ ǘŀƭƪ ƻƴ 
ǇƻǊǘǊŀƛǘ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΦ ²Ŝƭƭ WƻƘƴ ǿŀǎ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ƧǳŘƎŜ /ƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ р ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜΦ LΩƳ 
ǾŜǊȅ ƎƭŀŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŘƛǎŀǇǇƻƛƴǘΦ ²ƛǘƘ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƻŦ уп ŜƴǘǊƛŜǎ όрм ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ оо ǇǊƛƴǘǎύ Wohn commented on how high 
the standard was, and congratulated the club for its success. Not only did John have trouble selecting the winners but also 
ƎŀǾŜ ƻǳǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴǘǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ !ƴŘȅ tƻƭŀƪƻǿǎƪƛ ŦƻǊ άtŜǘŜǊΣ .ƭŀŎƪ ϧ ²ƘƛǘŜέΣ άaŀŘ aŜŘ 
aŀƴέ ŀƴŘ ά9ȄǇŜƴǎƛǾŜ ǘƻ aŀƛƴǘŀƛƴέΣ YŜǾƛƴ IƛǊǎǘ ŦƻǊ άDŜǊǊȅέΣ Lŀƴ tŀǊƪŜǊ ŦƻǊ άIƻƭƭȅέΣ !ƴƴ-aŀǊƛŜ aŜǘŎŀƭŦŜ ŦƻǊ ά! {ŜǊƛƻǳǎ 
MomentέΣ WǳŘŜ [ƭƻȅŘ-WƻƘƴǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ άtƘƛƭέ ŀƴŘ {ǘŜǾŜ WƻƴŜǎ ŦƻǊ ά!ǘ [ŀǎǘ aȅ .ƭŀŎƪ .ŜƭǘέΦ In the projected images he gave out 
commendaǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ !ƴŘȅ tƻƭŀƪƻǿǎƪƛ ŦƻǊ ά!ȄŜƳŀƴέΣ /ƘǊƛǎ 5ŀǾƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ άwŀŎƘŜƭέΣ άIȅŘǊŀǘƛƻƴ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴέ ŀƴŘ ά±ƛŜǿŦƛƴŘŜǊ 9ȅŜΗέΣ  
tŀƳŜƭŀ 5ŀǾƛŜǎ wŀǘŎƭƛŦŦŜ ŦƻǊ άBest .ǳŘŘƛŜǎέ ŀƴŘ ά.ŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ .ǊƛŘŜέΣ tŀǘ ±Ŝƴƴ ŦƻǊ ά!ǊŜƴŀƭ CŀǊƳŜǊέ ŀƴŘ !ƴǿŜƴ ¸ƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ άIƻƭƭȅέΦ   

                          

                
                     
The results were as follows: 
 
Beginners Prints:  
1st Beth ς English Rose (Above Left)  Steve Jones   20 
2nd  Emily     John Bell   19 
3rd The Entertainer    John Bell   18 
 Windows To The Soul   Ann-Marie Metcalfe  18 
 
Advanced Prints:  
1st From Days Gone By (Above Right)  Chris Noble   20 
2nd Old Soldier    Chris Davies   19 
 Boyhood Dream    Chris Davies   19 
3rd Rebel Without A Cause   Chris Noble   18 
 
Beginners Digital: 
 1st Cosy (Below Left)    Ann-Marie Metcalfe  20 
 Summer Breeze (Below Centre)  Steve Jones   20 
 2nd Penny For Your Thoughts   Ann-Marie Metcalfe  19 
 3rd  Pure Innocence    Steve Jones   18 
 
Advanced Digital 
1st Justina (Below Right)   Chris Noble   20 
2nd Me By Me    Mike Catania   19 
 Nadine     Mike Catania   19 
3rd Ben At Rest    Jonathan Frings   18 
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Competition 5 ð Monochrome Portraits ð DPI Selection  

 

           
          Penny For You Thoughts               Pure Innocence                     Arenal Farmer                           Holly 

               Ann-Marie Metcalfe                   Steve Jones                            Pat Venn                           Anwen York 

 

       
                            Rachel                                         Hydratioon Station                                         Axeman 

                        Chris Davies                                       Chris Davies                                       Andy Polakowski 

 

          
                             Best Buddies                              Nadine                    Me By Me                  Beaitiful Bride 

                    Pamela Davies-Ratcliffe                Mike Catania            Mike Catania          Pamela Davies-Ratcliffe 

 

       
                   Just Look At That                                     Viewfinder Eye!                                         Ben At Rest 

                     Jacky Shennan                                          Chris Davies                                   Jonathan Frings 
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Upcoming 

Competitions 
 

12
th
 April ï Open Competition 

Submissions on 29
th
 March 

 

Newsletter Floral Competition 

Sponsored by 

Cambrian Photography 

Entries by 23
rd

 April  

 

10
th
 May ï Print & Projected  

Image of the Year 

Submissions on 26
th
 April  

 

Useful Website Links 

 

Mounts: www.cotswoldmounts.co.uk 

 

Prints:  www.proamimaging.com 

  www.dscolourlabs.co.uk 

 

Canvas:  www.bigphotoshop.co.uk 

 

Cameras: www.warehouseexpress.com 

  www.cambrianphoto.co.uk 

 

Equipment: www.speedgraphic.co.uk 

  

Photo Paper: www.fotospeed.com 

  www.permajet.com 

 

Education: www.photoshopsupport.com 

  www.picturethis.channel4.com 

  www.photowalkthrough.com 

 

Landscapes: http://stephentrainor.com/tools/ 

 

Camera Hire: www.hireacamera.com 

 

Training: www.swphototraining.co.uk 

  www.thephotographyinstitute.co.uk 

  www.welshotimaging.co.uk 

 

Online Mag: www.ephotozine.com 

 

Organisations: www.pagb-photography-uk.co.uk 

  www.cffgc.co.uk 

  www.rps.org 

 

Insurance: www.aaduki.com 

 

Weddings: www.adriansimages.com 

 

Events:  www.eventsnorthwales.co.uk  

 

 

If anybody has additional websites that they feel 

should be added to this list please advise the editor. 

To suggest any articles or ideas for the 

newsletter please contact Chris Noble: 

Phone:  01352-715007, 07748-598923  

E-mail:  chris@noblemultimedia.co.uk  
 


